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SUBJECT: MAY FIRST LABOR DAY CELEBRATION 

REE: BANGKOK 11686 

1. WHILE THAI WORKERS ENJOYED THE PUBLIC HOLIDAY, LABOR DAY 
RALLIES IN BANGKOK AND SURROUNDING PROVINCES ATTRACTED ONLY 
SMALL TURNOUTS AND PRODUCED 

NO UNTOWARD INCIDENTS. APPROXIMATELY 3,000 WORKERS ATTENDED 
RTG-ORGANIZED CELEBRATION AT ROYAL PLAZA IN BANGKOK FEATURING 
15-MINUTE ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER KRIANGSAK CHAMANAN, EOL- 
LOWED BY DAY-LONG PROGRAM OP MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT. 

2. RELATIVELY SMALL WORKER PARTICIPATION IN ROYAL PLAZA ACTI- 
VITIES WAS RESULT PRIMARILY OF BITTER DISPUTE BETWEEN RTG AND 
LABOR CONGRESS OF THAILAND (LCT) OVER LABOR DAY PREPARATIONS. 

(SEE REFTEL). LCT PRESIDENT 

PHAISAN THAWATCHAINAN OPENLY SNUBBED RTG LABOR DAY CELEBRATION 
BY DEPARTING UNEXPECTEDLY ON APRIL 26 FOR PRC AS PART OF THAI 
PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION. OTHER LCT LEADERS GAVE ONLY TOKEN 
SUPPORT TO RTG-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES AND LCT RANK AND FILE, 

EITHER OUT OP SOLIDARITY OR TO AVOID THE SCORCHING 97 DEGREE 
HEAT, STAYED HOME. 
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3. PRIME MINISTER KRIANGSAK'S LABOR DAY SPEECH WAS LARGELY 
BOILERPLATE. HOWEVER, HE DID SAY RTG WILL COMPLETE REVIEW OF 
MINIMUM WAGE RATE "SOON," WARNED WORKERS NOT TO LET THEMSELVES 
BE "USED AS TOOLS BY THE WRONG PEOPLE FOR THE WRONG PURPOSES" 

AND RESTATED THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO TAKE FIRM ACTION AGAINST 
ILLEGAL STRIKES AND WORK ACTIONS. MANY WORKERS HAD HOPED PM 
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WOULD USE OCCASION TO ANNOUNCE NEW MINIMUM WAGE RATES. 

4. COMMENT: RTG EFEORT TO STAGE MANAGE LABOR DAY CELEBRATION 
HAS OBVIOUSLY FALLEN FLAT. ALTHOUGH LCT PRESIDENT PHAISAN THA- 
WATCHAINEN HAS HERETOFORE GENERALLY SUPPORTED PRIME MINISTER 
KRIANGSAK, PHAISAN WAS CLEARLY MIFFED BY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR'S 
DECISION TO PREEMEPT HIS EFFORTS TO ORGANIZE LABOR DAY CELE- 
BRATION AND TREAT LCT AS ONLY ONE OF FOUR COMPETING LABOR FACTIONS. 
IF NOTHING ELSE, LCT RANK AND 

FILE'S DE FACTO BOYCOTT OF OFFICIAL LABOR DAY CELEBRATION DE- 
MONSTRATES PHAISAN'S STRENGTH WITHIN RANKS OF ORGANIZED LABOR 
AND SHOULD SERVE AS REMINDER TO PRIME MINISTER THAT HE CANNOT 
TAKE LCT SUPPORT FOR GRANTED. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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